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Washington District             March 2008 
 

La Marõs Remarks 

Cause to Celebrate 

 
 The final Mission Share report for 2007 is in and the Washington District has given at a record 
rate for Mission Share.  You are each to be commended for your faithfulness to God through this 
most important offering.  It is not about numbers but it is about the ministry those numbers represent.  
Through Mission Share we are able to touch people, transform lives and carry on the connectional 
ministry which makes a difference not only here in Western Pennsylvania but over the entire world.  
Here are the numbers: 
 

¶ 15 churches gave over 100 percent of their Mission Share asking. 

¶ 57 churches gave 100 percent of their Mission Share asking. 

¶   3 churches gave over 75 percent of their Mission Share asking. 

¶   4 churches gave over 50 percent of their Mission Share asking. 

¶   6 churches gave less than 50 percent of their Mission Share asking. 

¶   0 churches gave 0 percent of their Mission Share asking. 
 

For the first time in many years every church gave something to Mission Share.  This is the 
first time in a long time we had no church at zero percent.  I canôt begin to tell you how good 
that made me feel when I saw the final report.  Our final total is that the Washington District 
gave 93.94% of its Mission Share asking.  That may be the highest percentage of giving in our 
history.  What a cause to celebrate!  I am humbled by the 15 churches, which gave more than 
their fair share.  To be sure, some were barely over the 100% but for all in this category it is an 
act of great stewardship as well as devotion to the cause of making disciples for Jesus Christ.  
By giving more than 100% they have made up for some of our sister churches, which have 
fallen on harder times and need the assistance of their brothers and sisters in Christ.    
 
Please extend my heartfelt appreciation to one and all for being so faithful.  I realize that in 
these economically pressed times it is not easy to meet all of the askings above those of the 
local church.   Your giving to Mission Share represents hard work, fund-raisers, sacrificial 
giving and going the extra mile.  Please know that your sacrifice has been noted and 
welcomed.  Please join with me in celebrating the building of the Kingdom of God through 
Mission Share! 

 

Greater Purpose Partners 

 

 The Greater Purpose Partners will be meeting on Friday, March 7th from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in 

the District Office.  All clergy are welcome to attend.  We will have an hour of sharing and prayer 

concerns followed by a Rob Bell video and discussion.  We look forward to being with you.  
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CELEBRATE!  

Pastors       Spouses 
 Sammy Knappenberger  3/14   Sue Johnson  3/8 

Frank Bodnar   3/30   Virginia Hammett  3/31 
    
Children   

Benjamin Chacko   3/8 
Noah Hiles    3/16 
 

Happy Anniversary toéé.. 
    Susan and Dave Lindberg  3/6 

Jann & Jim Markley   3/17 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE  

Bishops Retreat  

May 19 -20, 2008  

 

There will be an ALL Clergy retreat again this year with the Greensburg District 

at the Laurelville Mennonite Church Ce nter on May 19 -20, 2008.  It will be 

designed similar to the previous Bishopõs Retreat held in September 2006.  Cost 

and more detailed information will be sent soon.  Remember that you can use 

Reimbursable Funds to pay for this retreat.   Please mark you c alendar now to 

reserve the dates.  

All clergy are expected to attend.    

 

First day schedule:  

3:00 pm  Registration  

4:00 pm  Opening Worship  

Bishop's 

Presentation  

5:30 pm  Dinner  

7:30pm  Evening 

Presentation ð  

Bishop, Devotion  

 

Second Day  

8:30 am  Breakfast  

W orship  

Bishop's 

Presentation  

Communion  

Lunch  

Departure  

 

Worship is to follow mid -day, evening, and morning from Bishop Job's 

book that pastor's have received.    Presentations -  Plan of Ministry and 

Bishop Job's Book.  

 
 

 

FREE ð FREE ð FREE ð FREE - FREE  

B ridgeville UMC has 25 or so CDs containing clipart from Church Art Pro .  

They are willing to donate them to a church that would have use for them.  If 

youõre interested, call the Bridgeville Church office at 412 -221 -5577  
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Having problems opening up documen ts saved in a newer version of Microsoft Word 
and other Office programs? The following link will get you to Microsoft Office 
Compatibility Pack for Word, Excel, and PowerPoint 2007 File Formats, this 
download will allow you to open the documents from indiv iduals running 
Microsoft Office 2007. Copy and paste into your browser:  
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=941b3470 - 3ae9- 4aee-
8f43 - c6bb74cd1466&displaylang=en  

 
 

EVERYONE NEEDS TO REAPPL Y FOR AL L  ADVANCE NUMBERS 
Everyone in the Western PA Conference who is interested in obtaining a General Advance Special Number 
must apply even if they had a number for the last Quadrennium. The official announcement is below but you 
can (and they prefer) that you apply Online. The deadline is April 1,  2008.  GO TO APPL ICATION: http: 
//gbgm -umc.org/advanceproject/ 

 
 

Following is the list of Lay nominees being recognized at District Conference 

this year.  If you have nominated somebody and his or her name does not 

appear here, please notify the District Office immediately.  

 

Outstanding Layperson in  Ministry Nominations  

Ross Carson ð Allenport  

Emily Dow ler ð Roscoe  

Nicole Teluch ð Fredericktown  

Dorothy Veyot ð Bridgeville  

Carlotta Whyte ð Waynesburg  

Donald Cain ð Liberty  

Ed Meredith ð Bentleyville  

Brian C arroll ð Beallsville  

Felix Manzini ð Fawcett  

Joyce Wyatt ð Claysville  

Robert Wilde ð Trinity  

Dick Dillon ð Grace  

Ed Weise ð Canonsburg  

 

Men of all ages on the Washington District are invitation to the  

Annual United Methodist Menõs 
 

PPAALLMM   SSUUNNDDAAYY    

BBRREEAAKKFFAASSTT  aanndd  SSEERRVVIICCEE  
 

Hosted at Speers United Methodist Church 

Sunday, March 17, 2008 
 

Service starts at 6:30 AM with breakfast following. 
 

Guest Speaker: Rev. La Mar Carlson, Washington District Superintendent 
 

Please RSVP and leave a message at the Speers UM Church at 724-483-2372 with your name 
and the number of men attending. 

 

DIRECTIONS: I-70 to Speers Exit # 39. End of ramp turn right. Top of hill turn left onto State 

St. Turn left onto Jane Ave. at next intersection. Church is on your right. 810 Jane Ave. 
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PPlleeaassee  aannnnoouunnccee  ttoo  yyoouurr  ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn((ss))  

Looking for ideas to use on your website, or how to create one? Have you checked out 
websit es of  local churches?   Try looking at the one  for Corry: First .  You may be able to 

glean some ideas for your own webpage as well as implementing it in the local church 
activities.  This is the current way to notify people seeking churches and providing 

information in a non -confrontational manner.  Also, they have a Christian radio station 
linked to the site, so now you can have  music all day and all year at your desktop.  Check 

it out!    www.corryfirst.org  
 

General Conference - April 23 -May 2, 2008 in Fort Worth, Texas  
 

Y ou can follow our General Conference at their web site: www.gc2008.umc.org. Y ou can find out 
information,  news, track petitions and see live video from the special events at General Conference. The 
Daily Christian Advocate (DCA) is available at www.cokesbuy.com and is the most comprehensive 
reference tool.  

In our time of prayer may we lift up our  delegation and the others traveling across the globe to 
participate. Please pray for the Bishops of the Church, may we pray for guidance of the Holy Spirit to 
empower and direct our Church.   
 

Jurisdictional Conference - July 14-18, 2008 in Harrisburg, PA   

 
Pastor Eric Park, serving Central Highlands Community Church, has been endorsed as a candidate 

for Bishop by our Western Pa. Delegation that will attend Jurisdictional Conference this July in Harrisburg, 
Pa. Let us pray for Eric and his spouse Tara and the work to be done when delegates meet and ballot to elect 
Bishops for the Northeast Jurisdiction as well as the others to be elected across the United States in other 
Jurisdictions.  

 

¶ Workerõs Compensation is now onlineê.ready for data entry. 
 
 
 

2007 YEAR END CHURCH AUDIT REPORTS   

 

Due at the District Office no later than March 1
st

. The form can be 

downloaded from  the district website at www.washingtondistrictumc.org .  It 

is also found in the back of the òChurch Treasurer Manualó the 3-ring binder 

that was provided from the Conference Center.  Directives on conducting an 

audit are also provided in there.  

 

http://www.corryfirst.org/
http://www.washingtondistrictumc.org/
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Olmsted Manor 2008 Schedule  
March 2 - 4  Womenôs Spirituality Retreat with Tammy Smith  

May 12 - 14  The Wesley Event, Featured speaker Michael 

Cartwright  

June 22 - 26  Worship Arts Workshop with Donald Besig and Nancy 

Price.  

July 28 - Aug 1  Senior Citizen retreat, Aug.4 - 8, Senior 

citizen retreat.  

Aug. 10 - 12  Church secretaries re treat with Thelma Castor  

Sept. 14 - 1  Fall Womenôs Spirituality Retreat 

 

END THE CONFUSION  

Conference Information Training Event   

Joint Washington and Greensburg Districts  

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28
, 

2008 at  9:30 ð 11:30 AM  

Central Highlands Community UMC  

100 Ti mothy Drive, Elizabeth  

 

We will look at the forms and responsibilities of completing these forms, where to find them 
online, and the time line for completion.   This gathering is late in the season for getting some 
forms finished, but your online reporting duties will become so much easier once you know this 
information.   

 
This is open to church secretaries and all clergy, as well as anyone that needs to input 

information in the computer databases!  Hopefully, this will help us all get on the same page.  

Please reserve your space by Emailing to:  washdist@comcast.net or calling the office at 724-

225-6632.  We need a count for resource packets. 
 

Directions:  CENTRAL HIGHLANDS:  From RT 51: RT 51 (North from I-70 or south from 
Pittsburgh).  From RT 51 (five miles north of I-70 or three miles south of Elizabeth) turn north on 
RT 48 (left from Pittsburgh; right from I-70).  Proceed 3 ½ miles on RT 48 to Circle Dr.  Turn right 
on Circle Dr and follow it to the church. 

 
OR IF YOUóD LIKE TO DO IT ON YOUR OWN,  

HERE ARE THE DIRECTIONS FOR THE ONL INE  CHURCH FORMS  
 

If you have not yet entered your information into the online forms, here is the process: Go to th e 
Conference Center website (http://www.wpaumc.org) for links to the data site or go directly to:  
www.umcdata.com. There you will click on: Secure UMCData.com. And then select: Western Pennsylvania 
Conference and click on GO. Y ou will come to the login page where you enter USER NAME and 
PASSWORD. (If you have lost or forgotten your login info, contact the District Office) 
 

After you have logged in you will come to a page with these choices: The first link takes you to the 
Charge Conference Reports which are available to file online: The Clergy/Charge Profile, Summary and 
Covenant of Ministry, Church Profile, Parsonage Inspection, Trustees Report and Finance Committee 

mailto:Butler.office@zoominternet.net



