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La Marõs Remarks 

Calling and Character 

 

 Bishop William H. Willimon has written a book entitled, ñCalling & Character: Virtues of the 

Ordained Life.ó  I highly commend it to your reading whether clergy or laity.  Chapter one is on 
vocation, which speaks to every Christian.  Leadership is not optional in the church.  Church leaders 
whether laity or clergy come from within the ranks of the body and are chosen by the body.  But they 
are also chosen from on high as God gifts each individual and calls each individual to a place within 
the body.  So, leadership is both democratic and theocratic.  The Moses episode reminds us that 
leadership originates in the heart of God when God hears the heart-felt cry of the people.  Moses 
protests remind us that there is no perfect leader but God will call and equip the vilest of us.  The 
Apostle Paul would second that notion.   

 In fact, Paulôs favorite word for leader is diakonia, which means ñbutlerò and  ñwaiter.ò  Church 
leadership then, whether it is as a local church pastor, UMW President, Trustee member or even a 
District Superintendent is seen as a lowly position.  It is not to be ñpuffed upò or used to inflate oneôs 
ego.  In Godôs economy, no leader rises higher than a waiter of tables.  That the table being waited 
on is the Lordôs table and those gathered at the table are the body of Christ makes all the difference.  
Jesus modeled this leadership when he took the basin of water and in the servantôs role washed the 
disciples feet in the upper room.  By the way, more than once he admonished his followers that they 
ought not to behave like a bunch of power-grubbing gentiles. 
 Moving beyond calling, we encounter character.  God will call the unsavory but God cannot 
use the unwashed for long.  There must be a transformation of character in every leader.  In the 
Gospel of John, Jesus warns of unworthy shepherds who care little for the sheep.  Bishop Willimon 
suggests the Common Lectionary places John 10 after Easter and just before Pentecost as a warning 
to the church that though resurrection is true and the gift of the Holy Spirit is given to the church, donôt 
be surprised when some shepherd of this resurrected, Spirit empowered flock lacks the character to 
be left alone with the flock.   
 I particularly like the Bishopôs words when he suggests, ñWe are not being naively idealistic or 
demandingly unrealistic when we ask our leaders to be exemplary persons and when they show that 
they are not, to ask them to remove themselves from positions of leadership.  The needs of the 
community are superior to the needs of its leaders (pgg. 46, 47).ò  The Bishop goes on to give three 
traits of character needed by our leaders today and spends the rest of his book unpacking these 
traits. 
 The church is called to be a countercultural community.  Romans 12:1-2 is our model when it 
says, ñPresent your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. . . And do not be 
conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your minds.ò  The church should be 
going against the grain.  When we are in conflict with our community, and even with ourselves as we 
draw closer to Christ-likeness we just may find we are wrestling with the very character traits of 
transformation, which God can use. 



Greater Purpose Partners  
 
 Our monthly Greater Purpose Partners will be cancelled for the month of April as it falls on the 
dates of the Congress on Evangelism in Pittsburgh.  It is hoped that many of our district pastors and 
laity will attend these worthwhile sessions.  Please register as soon as possible for the Congress.   

 

CELEBRATE!  

Pastors     Spouses 
Eric Park   4/2 
Kenneth Haines  4/5 
Neil Rogers   4/10 
Tom Hoeke   4/15 
Bob Peters   4/20  
Nelson Boone  4/21 
Bill Cox   4/25 
Larry Wi ltrout  4/27 

Linda Harrison  4/29 
Rachel Thomas  4/2 
Grace Choi   4/7 
Dorothy Thomas  4/18 
Marney  Carr  4/18 
Mimi Rogers  4/23 
Pat Cleary   4/24 

    
Children   

Cayleigh Gallagher  4/15 
Emily Hoffman   4/20 

 

Bishops Retreat  
May 19-20, 2008 

 
There will be an AL L  Cl ergy retreat again this year with the Greensburg District at the L aurelville 
Mennonite Church Center on May 19 -20, 2008.  It will be designed similar to the previous Bishopõs 
Retreat held in September 2006.  Cost and more detailed information will be sent soon.  Remember 
that you can use Reimbursable Funds to pay for this retreat.   Please mark you calendar now to 
reserve the dates. If you will not be able to participate in the May Retreat there are other dates to 
choose.  Below is a list of dates and locat ions.  Please call the District Office of the host district to find 
out how to register. All appointed clergy are expected to attend.  
 

April 14-15, Butler and Pgh., Lutherlyn (Slippery Rock area) 
May 13-14, Erie/Meadville and Franklin, Wesley Woods 

 
First day schedule: 

3:00 pm Registration 
4:00 pm Opening Worship 

Bishop's Presentation 
5:30 pm Dinner 
7:30pm Evening Presentation ð  

Bishop, Devotion 
 

Second Day 
8:30 am Breakfast 

Worship 
Bishop's Presentation 
Communion 
Lunch 
Departure 

 
Worship is to follow mid-day, evening, and morning from Bishop Job's book that pastor's have 
received.    Presentations - Plan of Ministry and Bishop Job's Book. 
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TOWN HAL L  MEETING FOR PARENTS AND YOUTH 
 

Washington Drug and Alcohol Commission is sponsoring a FREE Town Hall meeting with a panel of experts 
to discuss issues of underage drinking and more.  This is one of several discussions happening in the state.  
Panel experts in attendance will be include a Counselor, a young person in recovery, Law Enforcement 
Officer, Parent of youth dealing with issues (alcohol), and others. 
 
April 1, 2008, 6:00PM at Jefferson Avenue United Methodist Church, 160 Jefferson Avenue.  
 
This is open to the public and there will be a time for Questions and Answers with the panel.  This is an 
excellent event for youth, parents and youth directors to attend.  
 
The event is also sponsored by P2S, Turning Point 2, and the Jefferson Avenue and West Washington United 
Methodist Churches.  For more information, call Rev. John Hoffman ð 724-225-1448. 
 

Internet Safety: For information that could help parents in your community understand social 

networking and safety on the Internet, check out a this show produced by the Peters Township School 

District technology coordinator for PT community television.   
 

WHATôS NEW! 
CLERGY SPOUSE ASSOCIATION PARTNERS WITH BISHOPôS 

UNITED METHODIST HABITAT HOUSE DURING CONFERENCE WEEK. 
 
Something new is happening at the Clergy Spouse Brunch this year in Grove City. Come join other 
clergy spouses across the Western Pennsylvania Conference and check out WHATôS NEW. The Clergy 
Spouse Brunch this year is casual, family-friendly and favored with two great speakers from local 
television stations. 
 
Amanda Post, News Anchor with WICU TV Channel 12 in Erie and Kelly Frey, News Anchor with WTAE 
TV Channel 4 in Pittsburgh will lead a discussion about faith, family and freedom in oneôs work.   Our 
speakers are Christian women who meet the daily challenge of practicing their faith, raising their families 
and finding success in their careers. 
 
WHATôS NEW?  We are teaming up with Bishop Bickertonôs United Methodist Habitat House project.    
                    Following our program, there will be an opportunity to work on the house in the afternoon.   
 
WHATôS NEW?  New location this year - at Grace United Methodist Church, Grove City. 
 
WHATôS NEW?  We are family-friendly.  Childcare will be provided for children of all ages at no cost.   
                           Dress is casual.   
 
WHATôS NEW?  Lots, especially if you are there.  
 
WHATôS NEW?  You wonôt want to miss this event, Thursday, June 12

th
, from 9 a.m. to noon.   

                                              Mark your calendar now and make plans to attend.  
 

Information about the Clergy Spouse Brunch will be mailed to each member in April. 
If you have questions now, please feel free to call, Jane Elliott-Coul, at 814-744-8580. 

UMW Offers Christian Vocation Scholarships 
BY JACKIE CAMPBELL | March 12, 2008  

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=1052658560355511744
http://www.geocities.com/ptct7/Watch_Us_Live.html
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Students pursuing Christian vocations may apply now for Fall 2008 scholarships from the Conference United Methodist 

Women. The UMW awarded five scholarships for the current school year. 

UMW Fund Scholarships, supported by yearly donations from each UMW local unit, were awarded to: Corben Russell of 

Concord UMC in Butler District, who attends Asbury Seminary; Susan Mullin of Ingomar UMC, a student at Pittsburgh 

Theological Seminary; Jennifer Chamberlin of Emerickville UMC in Indiana Dist., a student at the Methodist Theological 

School in Columbus, OH; and Anne Kitchen Flint of Mt. Lebanon UMC, a student at Carlow University.  

A scholarship from the Mary Jewell Fund was awarded to Angela B. Clever of First UMC in Kittanning, who attends 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  

The application deadline for 2008 scholarship grants is April 15. For information or an application, contact Betty Alwine at 

814-479-4362 or patchesmarie@atlanticbb.net. Reach her by mail at 2295 Saylor School Rd., Hollsopple, PA 15935. 

For information, contact Betty Alwine 

Washington District Youth Council  

Rev. Ed Saxman 

Contact Info: Office 412-221-5577 

email: pastor@bridgevilleumc.org 

RESCHEDULED DUE TO WEATHER 

Saturday, April 5, 2008 
 
MAKE CHECKS OUT TO WDYC  

 
 

Send to: Rev. Ed Saxman 
244 Station Street, 
Bridgeville, Pa. 15017 

Registration $25.00 
PLEASE CALL KEN WEST WITH QUESTIONS: 
 (724) 941-4770 

 

Necessary Equipment  

Å Mask, Goggles, & Gun - provided 
Å CO2, 200 rounds of paint - provided 
Å BRING - coveralls, jumpsuit, old clothes 
(long sleeves & long pants) 
Å Registration 12:30pm / Start: 1pm / Stop: 4pm 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

DIRECTIONS 

From the West: 
Take I-70E to exit 25 
(Eighty Four/Glyde) / Rt. 519 
Turn left onto Rt. 519 
Go under the interstate & make the 1st right 
(Lively Road) 
242 Lively Road will be on your right 

OR 

From the East: 
Take I-70W to exit 25 
(Eighty Four/Glyde)/ 
Route 519 
Turn right onto 519 
Make the 1st left (Lively 
Road) 
242 Lively Road will be 
on your right 

WASHINGTON DISTRICT YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
OTHER CONTACTS: LONI WILLIS: spencer915@excite.com OR KEN WEST: uthguy2@verizon.net 

www.washingtondistrictumc.org/youth.htm 
 

mailto:patchesmarie@atlanticbb.net
http://www.washingtondistrictumc.org/youth.htm
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Celebration of Lay Ministry Banquet 
and District Conference 
Sunday, April 20, 2008 

 

Lay Delegate Training 2:00 PM 
Business Meeting  3:00 PM 
Dinner   4:30 PM 

 

At Canonsburg 1st UMC, 161 West Pike Street, Canonsburg, PA  15317 
 

As a member of the United Methodist Church in the Washington District, we would like to invite you to the 6th 
Celebration in M inistry Dinner and Annual District Conference.  This will be a special time to publicly recognize those 
individuals who have been nominated by their local congregation as serving God and the community in an outstanding 
manner.  All necessary District Confe rence business will be taken care of at the same time.  Please invite your church 
leaders and families to come and celebrate the wonderful leadership and ministries on the Washington District and in 
the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference.  In an attemp t to make the conference available to all churches and 
charges with multiple services, the gathering will begin in the afternoon at 3:00.  
 

Dinner Menu :  Roast Beef, Potato, Vegetable, Salad, Applesauce, Rolls, Dessert, Beverage.  There will 
be sugar free beverage and dessert available for diabetics. 
  

Cost: $8.50 for adults; $4.00 ages 10 and under 
 

Deadline to  reserve: April 14 th (Please be prompt with reservations so that the caterer can prepare) 
(The local church is encouraged to pay for those nominated and a guest.  If you cannot, the District will 
provide the payment for the dinners.)   

 

Please use the form below and make checks payable to òWashington Districtó and mail to: 87 East Maiden 
Street, Room 5, Washington, PA  15301.  Please include a list of  the names of all  people attending to assist 
with registration at the door.  If you have any questions please call the District Office at 724-225-6632 or email 
at washdist@comcast.net.   
 

Canonsburg 1st: 161 West Pike Street, Canonsburg, PA  15317:  Take I-79 north from Washington to Houston Exit 43, Rt. 
519.  Turn left on Rt. 519 to Houston and at traffic light in Houston turn right and continue to third light.  Church is on 
right one block beyond second light.  From Bridgeville and north, take Canonsburg exit #45, turn right off ramp, and 
continue down hill past fast food restaurants, across railroad tracks.  Make a left at traffic light and continue through thr ee 
more lights.  Church is on left.  Parking available behind the church, on street, at Credit Union.  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

                                     District Conference 2008 
 

Return this reservation coupon along with your payment 
 

Name _________________________________________   Church_______________________________ 
 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

# of Adults attending _______    # of kids attending _______          Amount enclosed $__________ 
 

Are you being recognized at the celebration for your diligent work? __________ 
 

Please list the names of all people attending to assist with registration at the door.  
No group reservations, please.  
 

mailto:washdist@comcast.net
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2007 YEAR END CHURCH AUDIT REPORT AND MEMBERSHIP REPORT  

 

Reports are now past due in the District Office. The form can be downloaded 

from the district website at www.washingtondistrictumc.org .  It is also found in 

the back of the òChurch Treasurer Manualó the 3-ring binder that was provided 

from the Conference Center.  Directives on conducting an audit are also 

provided in there.   D UE May 31 ð PPR Evaluation  

 

WHAT:  Lay Leadership Luncheon   
 

WHO:   Local, Certified Lay Speakers, Clergy, Those who  

  have attended and taught the Lay Ministry School,  

  Guests, and anyone interested in the program  

WHEN:  Saturday, April 19, 2 008 

WHERE::  Trinity UMC, Dress is casual  

COST: $5.00 ð R.S.V.P. by April 15th , make checks 

  payable to the Trinity UMW and mail to Mary Agnew,  
235 Blue Jay Dr., Canonsburg PA 15317  

PROGRAM:   

 9:30 Registration  

 10:00  Devotions & Sharing ñLouise Patterson  

 10:15 Rev. Dr. James and Joy Durlesser  

  Pastor, Greenock UMC  

  See description below  
 12:15  Lunch  

 1:00 Heather Burtch  

 1:30 Fellowship  

 

USING OUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS THE WAY GOD INTENDED  

 
Given the need to be ever vigilant in providing Safe Sanctuaries fo r our children, we will look 

together at the use and misuse of our Spiritual Gifts. We will look at 1 Corinthians 12, Galatians 

5:22-25 and Matthew 7:15 -23. The presentation will assist Lay Speakers in reducing the risk of 

sexual abuse within their churche s with the goal of becoming Safe Sanctuaries Churches.  

Presenters: Joy Devine Durlesser, M.S.Ed., Christian Educator, and James A. Durlesser, Ph.D., 

Pastor, Greenock United Methodist Church and Lecturer in Biblical Languages, Pittsburgh 

Theological Semina ry.  

 

Laity: 2008 Conference Event of Interest 
Washington District laity will want to keep the dates of October 3-5, 2008 open on their calendars. A Lay 
Academy with Dr. Leonard Sweet will be held at Seven Springs Resort. As additional information becomes 
available it will be published in the Conference Inter-Link, District newsletter, and weekly e-mail to pastors.  
Clergy: Great Escape for Fall Pastors will want to keep the dates of October 14-16, 2008 opened on their 
calendars. Dr. Gil Rendel will be the featured speaker for our fall event. Information will be available at Annual 
Conference, Inter-Link publications, and District newsletters. 
 

 

http://www.washingtondistrictumc.org/
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General Conference - April 23 -May 2, 2008 in Fort Worth, Texas  
 

Y ou can follow our General Conference at their web site: www.gc2008.umc.org. Y ou can find out 
information, news, track petitions and see live video from the special events at General Conference. The Daily 
Christian Advocate (DCA) is available at www.cokesbuy.com and is the most comprehensive reference tool.  

In our time of prayer may we lift up our delegation and the others traveling across the globe to 
participate. Please pray for the Bishops of the Church, may we pray for guidance of the Holy Spirit to empower 
and direct our Church.   
 
 

Jurisdictional Co nference - July 14 -18, 2008 in Harrisburg, PA  

 
Pastor Eric Park, serving Central Highlands Community Church, has been endorsed as a candidate for 

Bishop by our Western Pa. Delegation that will attend Jurisdictional Conference this July in Harrisburg, Pa. Let 
us pray for Eric and his spouse Tara and the work to be done when delegates meet and ballot to elect Bishops 
for the Northeast Jurisdiction as well as the others to be elected across the United States in other Jurisdictions.  
 
 

Greene County Hymn Sing - 7:00 PM 

April 13, 2008  Jefferson UMC 
 

 

Free to a Good (Church) Home!  The former reception desk from the UM Center in Cranberry Twp. is 
available free. Itôs an L-shaped, 6ôx6ô, gray and burgundy laminate desk with a raised counter and in 
excellent condition. Itôs ready for you to transport to your church.  Contact Mareena Anderson at 800-

886-3382, ext. 221 or Mareena.Anderson@wpaumc.org. 
 
 
 

2008 National Cle rgy Renewal Program  
is being offered by the L illy Endowment Inc. The program is intended to strengthen congregations by providing 
an opportunity for pastors to step away from their demands of daily congregational life and to engage in a 
period of renewal and reflection. The Endowment will provide up 120 grants in the amount of $45,000 each 
directly to congregations for support of a renewal program for their pastor. Applications are now being 
accepted. They must be postmarked by May 14, 2008 and the awards announced in October of 2008. If any 
District clergy are interested in applying please contact your superintendent in order to meet with your Pastor -
Parish committee to discuss the program and answer concerns. To receive an application, contact he 
Endowmentõs web site lillyendowment.org, click on Religion, then on National Clergy Renewal program, 
request for proposals; e-mail clergyrenewal@yahoo.com. 
 
 

Conference: Congress on Evangelism 
April 3-5, Pittsburgh Hilton Hotel. Cost$250. per-person for a double-occupancy room. Meals are part 
of the package.  Make reservations online at: www.MyCreativeEvent.com. The Rev. Kwasi Kena, 
director of Evangelism Ministries at the Board of Discipleship will be the keynote speaker. Bishop 
Bickerton will lead in opening worship and Eric and Tara Park will provide music and lead in the 
closing worship. There will be numerous breakout sessions provided and out own Conference 
evangelists will offer exciting challenges. Scholarships are available for clergy and laity. For 
information contact Beth Nelson at: 1-800- 886-3382, ext. 228 or beth.nelson@wpaumc.org.  
 

mailto:Mareena.Anderson@wpaumc.org
mailto:clergyrenewal@yahoo.com
mailto:beth.nelson@wpaumc.org
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United Methodist Foundation Grants  
May 31st of each year the UM Foundation pro vides grants to Conference churches and agencies. The 

grants are only for programs and activities that may include operating expenses and necessary supplies. 

A grant may not be used for building repair, replacement, or expansion. A grant has a maximum awar d of 

$5,000. A church or agency must apply by April 30. Grants are announced on May 31.  Download a 

complete grant application at www.umfoundation.org. The packet contains all necessary materials. To 

learn more, contact the Foundation at 800 - 743 -2128 or I nfo@UMFoundation.org or visit 

www.umfoundation.org . 

 
 

Clergy Mentors Remember 
Mentors remember that the numbers published in the latest Conference Journal is 
incorrect for Dr. Keith Rieder who directs the Psychological Assessment process for 
ministerial candidates. Candidates should reach Dr. Reider at 724- 852- 3239 9 (0ffice) 
or his cell phone number: 304- 685- 2930. 

 

Washington District Appointments: 

Terry Shaughnessy at Grove City: Grace has been appointed to Washington First effective July 1. 

Washington County Habitat for Humanity  
 
There is a home in Canton Township that is being worked on.  They need volunteers for construction crew 
leaders, on site builders and more.   
 
And need volunteers as Sales Associates.  They also need people to house volunteers, vehicle and property 
maintenance volunteers, office assistants for mailing out newsletters, answering phones, etc. and professional 
people such as electricians, plumbers, etc. 
 
Did you know they had a Re-Store located on 54 West Wheeling? The RESTORE is open on Thursdays from 

3:00 PM ð 7:00 PM and Saturdays from 8:00 AM ð 3:00 PM 
Where do our products come from?  They come from stores, manufactures, contractors, and private donations.  
We have new and gently used items.  We have the prices you will like!  We have Ceramic and Laminate 
flooring, Thin-Set grout, Doorsñinterior and exterior, Windows large and small, plumbing supplies galore, 
lighting from bulbs to fixtures, Sinksñbath and kitchen, wallpaper, hardwareñhinges, knobs, and latches, 
bathroom fixtures, masonry paint, door handles and knobs, screws and bolts, latches and hasps.  These are just a 
few things that you can find at the Habitat for Humanity RESTORE.   
 
Come visit us to see what is on SALE! SALE! SALE!  Y ou will need to return 
often as new products arrive all the time. 
 

For information on how you or your church can help, please call Laura 
Vincenti, Executive Director for Habitat for Humanity.  724-222-4340.  
www.hapitatwashpa.org 
 

http://www.greenecountyhabitat.net/  

http://www.umfoundation.org/
http://www.hapitatwashpa.org/
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CONFERENCE HABITAT BLITZ-BUILD (JUNE 7-15): 

The Feb 1st issue of the Interlink will include answers to many FAQs (frequently asked 
questions) about this Conference Project. If you have other concerns or questions about this 
event, connect Diane Miller and she will try to answer them via phone 724-652-9182 (h&o) é 
800-886-3382 (Conference Center)or e-mail:  MissionVIM@wpaumc.org 

Early Response Team Training 
April 26, 2008 at 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Training to become certified as a member of the specially trained Early Response team. Trained 
volunteers will be among the first to arrive at disaster scenes and are trained to make sites safe,  

Contact Information: pstrmoore@zoominternet.net sanitary, and secure. 
Grace UMC, Grove City, PA 

Trainers: Steve Moore, Jeff Bobin, Fred Watts 
Cost: $10.00 

 
 

Educational Travel  
Paulõs Fourth Missionary Journey: An eleven day Bible study cruise and land travel that 

begins on Nov. 12, 2008.  Bishop Bickerton will lead the trip sponsored through 
Educational Opportunities. The itinerary includes: Athens, Corinth, Rome, Naples, and 

Malta. Pompeii. Bill Griffith from the Johnstown district serves as a district coordinator 
for th is travel venture and is available to answer questions. Cost begins at $2,298 which 
includes airfare from Pittsburgh to New York ($198). Continuing Education ï 6 credits 

are available for this Conference sponsored trip. To register: www.eo.travelwithus .Com . 

 

REMINDER FOR CHURCH/PARSONAGE /PASTOR PICTURES 

If you have not already done so, please remember to email digital pictures/or send 

photos to the District Office. Be sure to name your attachments by your church name. 

These will be for conference data base use. Thanks for your cooperation. 

 
Pittsburgh Pirates Angels in the Outfield 
The Pittsburgh Pirates welcome youth groups and church school classes to join them for ñAngels in the Outfieldò this 
summer at PNC Park. All those participating are eligible to receive a special discount for seating: 
Outfield box: $18, Outfield reserve; $16, Bleacher: General Admission: $9. 
Dates: April 11, May 7, May 24, June 10, July 25, June 28, July 9, Aug. 12, Aug. 29, Sept. 17, and Sept. 20.  
These are evening games with a 7:05 p.m. starting time.  Groups of twenty or more will be recognized with their group name 
on the color LED Board.  Ticket orders or information: Chaz Kellem telephone: 412-325-4488 or email 

Chaz.kellem@pirates.com. Letõs go Bucs! 

 

Pittsburgh Pastoral Ca re Conference 
The Annual Pastoral Care Conference will be held on April 11, 2008, at Christ Church, Grove 

Farm, Mt. Nebo Exit, Interstate 79 (North of Pittsburgh). A keynote presentation, multiple 

workshops on addiction, mental health, wellness, marriage/f amily, community outreach, and 

contextual ministry. Registration information is available at www.pghpc.org . 

 

mailto:MissionVIM@wpaumc.org
http://www.pghpc.org/



