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La Marõs Remarks 

Raising Itõs Ugly Head 
 There is one evil in our society that continues to raise its ugly head to such an extent Iôm beginning 
to think it never really ducks its head.  That evil is racism.  Some racism is overt and some is thinly 
disguised. 
 In the local church we most often see racism in the form of visitors of a different race not being as 
warmly welcomed as those of our own race, if welcomed at all.  We all have heard stories of guest being 
informed ñtheir kindò are not welcomed here or there is a church for ñtheir kindò in another part of town and 
wouldnôt they be more comfortable there.   We see racism in our churches when a district superintendent 
meets with a church to profile it and the leadership makes it clear ñcertain personsò would not be received 
well by the members, not that the committee is racist, mind you.  We see racism when a minority person 
is introduced as pastor and some member not only threaten to leave the church but also actually does 
leave while others protest with decreased giving.  
 In the past year Iôve read several books on racism.  I would commend each to you for personal 
reflection or even better, for group study.  Meeting God at the Boundaries by Lucia Ann McSpadden 
should be required reading for every pastor and every Staff Parish Relations Committee.  I will make that 
strong recommendation at next fallôs SPPRC training events.  McSpadden makes the case if persons in 
two different cultures will be working, communicating, and living together, that is, be ñin communityò 
together, much of what they take for granted becomes subject to negotiation.  Boundaries become spaces 
of negotiation, rather than lines or divisions.  Cross-cultural racial clergy appointments are boundary 
experiences.  God meets us at those places. 
 One of the books we have used in the Incubator sessions has been Tony Campolo and Michael 
Battleôs book, The Church Enslaved: A Spirituality of Racial Reconciliation.  Surprisingly, they define 
racism as Americaôs original sin and show how Christianity itself has been depressingly guilty in the 
development and continuation of racism.  Through the use of personal stories we see the hurt of racism 
and its destructiveness.  They make the case that for the Christian it is our baptism that defines us.  We, 
the world over, share one baptism and that makes us one in Christ.  Our baptism creates our primary 
identity.  They believe racism is an offense against the Lord whom we serve and to whom we owe our 
lives. 
 In his work, Dismantling Racism, Joseph Barndt recounts that the first significant issue faced by 
the New Testament church was the issue of racial and cultural inclusiveness.  The first Christians were 
Jews who believed that Jesus was the promised Messiah.  This exclusive Jewish sect had no intention of 
allowing Gentiles to be members.  It was an issue of racial ñpurity.ò  That battle was over before any 
significant long-term damage could be done yet the battle rages on in American churches today regarding 
different cultures. 
 To admit to our own sin of racism is a start.  To speak out against racism is a next step.  To enter 
into meaningful dialogue, ministry and fellowship with all regardless of differences, is to be further down 
the road.  Let us journey together. 

 

Greater Purpose Partners  
 
The next meeting of the Greater Purpose Partners will be on Friday, May 2, 9:00 ï 11:00 AM at the 
District Office. 



CELEBRATE!  

Pastors         Spouses 
Ed Saxman   5/3 
John Phipps   5/7 
Gale Cobb   5/17 
Ruth Simmons  5/26 
 

Nancy Dangel  5/10 
Debbie Carroll  5/15 
Sandy Dran   5/27 
David Jones   5/31 
 

    
Children   

Jeanie Choi   5/23 
Nikki Gallagher  5/23 

Anniversaries 

 

Betty & John Donley    5/5  

Rachel Thomas & Thomas Chacko 5/5  

Sue & Dennis Johnson   5/7  

Debbie & Brian Carroll   5/8  

Lota & Dave Jones    5/15  

Joyce & Nelson Boone   5/22  

 

JOB OPENING:   Director of Camping Ministries for Western Pennsylvania Conference of 
the United Methodist Church, Cranberry Twp, PA.  Full time with benefits.  Request job 
description or send resume by email only to umdirect@wpaumc.org.  Deadline May 15 for 
resumes. 

 

To see what õs going on at General Conference, 

click on this link.  
www.GC2008.umc.org  

 
 

DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TEAM  

MEETING -  May 10,  

9 ð 11 Am  

District Parsonage  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Washington District Picnic 

Sunday, August 17 at Mingo Park 

mailto:umdirect@wpaumc.org
http://www.gc2008.umc.org/


Bishop and Clergy Spring Retreat  

Bishop Bickertonõs visit with the clergy this year will again be a joint event with the Greensburg District.  We will meet May 19 ð 20, 
2008 at the Laurelville Mennonite Church Center in Mt. Pleasant.  This is the same location as the one held September 2006.  Please 
R.S.V.P. by Tuesday, May 13, 2008 . (Directions to Laurelville are on the other side of form and on the retreat website - 
www.laurelville.org 

 
The event begins in the afternoon on the 19th and concludes after lunch and worship on the 20th.  The cost is $75, which includes 
double occupancy accommodations and three meals.  ($30.00 ð if you must return home at night) L inens are provided.  If you would 
like to request a particular roommate, please indicate on the form below.  Assignments will be similar to those in 2006. 
 
Financial aid is available through Continuing Education fund and applications can be downloaded on the Washington or Greensburg 
District website.  Please send your money now ð donõt wait for the money from the Conference.  Also, this is an expense that you can 
submit to your Reimbursable Account at your church. 
 
 

All clergy are expected to attend.  
 
First day schedule: 

2:00 pm Registration 
4:00   Opening Worship 

Bishop's Presentation 
5:30  Dinner 
7:30  Evening Presentation ð  

Bishop, Devotion 
9:00   Break and Informal Discussion 

 

Second Day 
7:30 am Breakfast 
8:30  Worship 
9:00  Bishop's Presentation 

Communion 
12:00 p.m. L unch 
1:00  Closing Questions/Reflections  
2:00   Departure 

Worship is to follow mid-day, evening, and morning from Bishop Job's book that pastor's have received.    Presentations - Plan of 
Ministry and Bishop Job's Book 
 
If you will not be able to participate in the May Retreat there are other dates and locations to choose below.  Please call the District 
Office of the host district to f ind out how to register. All appointed clergy are expected to attend.  
 

April 14-15, Butler and Pittsburgh., Lutherlyn (Slippery Rock area) 
May 13-14, Erie/Meadville and Franklin, Wesley Woods 

 
Send AL L  registration forms directly to the Washington District Office.  Please do not contact the Greensburg District Office or the 
Retreat Center.  This will only delay your registration.  Detach form and send with your check for $75 made out to Washington 
District, 87 East Maiden, Room #5, Washington, Pa  15301 .  Please R.S.V.P. by Tuesday, May 13, 2008  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

PASTOR NAME ______________________________________ CHURCH ____________________________ 

 

ROOMMATE REQUEST (if desired) ___________________________________________ 

 
SPECIAL  NEEDS (if any) ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Directions:  

Please note that getting directions from MapQuest will not be helpful to you as Laurelville does not have a 

"physical" address but still has a route and box number. The information you will get by going to MapQuest will 

not get you to our facility. Please use the directions below.  
 

Coming from the West/North via Turnpike  Exit the Pennsylvania Turnpike at New Stanton (exit 75). Take I70 East one 

exit to Rt. 119 then south to the Rt. 31exit. Turn left and follow Rt. 31 East through Mt. Pleasant, to the village of 
Laurelville at the intersection of Rt. 982. Turn on to Rt. 982 North. The Center is 3/4 mile north of the intersection, 1/4 mile 
off Rt. 982. Watch for Laurelville signs.  
 

Coming from the West via I-70 Coming from I-70, take Rt. 119 South to the Rt. 31 exit. Turn left (east) and go 

through Mt. Pleasant to the village of Laurelville at the intersection of Rt. 982. Turn on to Rt. 982 North (left). The 

Center is 3/4 mile north of the intersection, 1/4 mile off Rt. 982. Watch for Laurelville signs.  
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HABITAT Blitz Information  

 
Dear Habitat Volunteers and VIM Leaders and Friends, 
  
First, let me beg your forgiveness.  Many of you have e-mailed me with questions.  I hope that Iôve learned a 
lesson from the frustration Iôm reading into your second round of e-mails when I didnôt respond to the first.  I 
should have responded immediately ï ñI donôt know, but Iôll get back to you.ò  This has been a frustrating 
experience because information is hard for me to come by.  Mercer County Habitat has never done a blitz build 
before, and often Iôve wished their decisions and actions would have been faster.  Weôve never done anything 
like this in the conference, so we had no idea if enough people would respond to make a go of it. 
  
Some of your questions are in regard to how many volunteers are coming on certain days and which days 
would be better for you to come.  At this point I donôt know because I suspect from phone and e-mail 
questions, only about 2/3 of the volunteer registration forms have been received.  (When we set this up I asked 
for folks to have their forms in by the end of April.  Theyôre still coming in.  I will be sending you confirmation 
about your volunteer dates and more information about what to bring, how to get to the site, etc. 
  
If you are getting this e-mail and you know of others in your church who have questions, please help me get 
information around. 
  
The following will answer some of your questions and Iôll write more tomorrow é 

  
Lodging:   
¶ For people wishing to work multiple days lodging, breakfast, and supper will be provided at Grove City 

College.  There will be no charge for volunteers.  Iôve been asked about camping in the area.  I think 
thereôs a campground nearby.  There is not good parking at the site.  

  
Work Dates for the blitz build:  June 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 é We will not be working on Sunday, June 8. 
  
Registration: 
¶ Volunteer registration forms can be acquired from pastors and from Diane Miller, Mission/VIM 

Coordinator:  724-652-9182 and missionvim@wpaumc.org.  
¶ Volunteers wishing to stay overnight at Grove City College will receive an additional registration form 

from the Conference Sessions Committee.  Lodging is not available Saturday night (6/7).  Iôm uncertain 
about the night of Sunday, June 8.  

  
House Location: 
¶ 435 E. Market Street in Mercer  

  
Habitat Family: 
¶ The Habitat Family who will live in this house will be announced by the Mercer County Habitat 

Committee in the near future.  
  
Time-Line: 
¶ May:  Experienced volunteers will do the ñpreliminaryò work to prepare for the blitz build of the house.  
Weôre still working through the exact time line for this because the hole has to be dug first and there are 
complications weôre working through.  After the hole and rough-in plumbingé  

o Form-a-drain put in é inspection é pour footers ï set a day é plumbing inspection  
o Block layer lays block éinspect the walls  é Weôve got our volunteer team for this!  
o Pour floor  
o Floor framing ï set steel beams ï frame floor ï plywood  

¶         June 7 é frame in the house é set on roof 
 

 

mailto:missionvim@wpaumc.org
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Out standing Laity Honorees of 2008  
 

Joyce Wyatt   Claysville First  

Donald Cain    Liberty  

Ed Weise    Canonsburg First  

Dick Dillon    Grace 

Carlotta Whyte   Waynesburg First  

Robert Wild   Trinity  

Ed Meredith   Bentleyville First  

Felix Manzini   Fawcett  

Nate B utler    Washington First  

Dorothy Veydt   Bridgeville First  

Ross Carson    Allenport  

Emily Dowler   Roscoe 

Nicole Teluch   Fredericktow n 

Brian Carroll    Beallsville  

Thank you for your diligence  in doing Godõs work. 
 

Thank you Canonsburg 1st Church for hosting the 2008 Washington District Conference 

and Celebration of Laity.  The food was delicious and all felt welcome. 

 

A special thank you to the Greater Purpose Ministry Team for providing the 

music for the Washington District Conference and Celebration of Laity.    

The music was enjoyed by all in attendance.  It is wonderful to see eight 

churches working together in harmony. 
 

Offering Total from the Laity Celebration and District Conference 

$861.00 
This offering went to the student pastors as a love gift.  

Thank you to all 

 
L earn About Racism  

By JACK IE CAMPBELL 

Training sessions aimed at increasing awareness of racism in our communities, congregations and Conference 
are scheduled in May at four Western PA locations. Attendance at one of the sessions is mandatory for clergy  
and strongly encouraged for laity in leadership roles, said the Rev. Beth L . Nelson, director of Conference 
training and resources. The daylong sessions are scheduled Saturday, May 10, at Brookville Evangelical UMC; 
Wednesday, May 14, at Camp Allegheny; Saturday May 17, at Holiday Park UMC; and Wednesday, May 21, at 
Saegertown UMC. Each begins at 9 a.m.  The sessions are funded by the Believe Again! Plan for Ministry and 
include lunch.  

Advance registration for the sessions is required to ensure that adequate materials and food are available, said 
Nelson.   To register, contact Mareena Anderson, UM Center receptionist, at 800-886-3382, ext. 221 or 

BelieveAgain@wpaumc.org. 
 
 

A Ladies London Fog raincoat was left at Canonsburg 1 st  after the District Conference.  If 

someone in your church is missing one, have them call the church office at 724 -745 -5771. 

mailto:BelieveAgain@wpaumc.org
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District Mission Share Totals for 2007 
 
Churches giving 100% 
 
ALLENPORT 
AVERY 
BEALLSVILLE 
BENTLEYVILLE 
BETHANY 
BOBTOWN 
BRIDGEVILLE 
CENTERVILLE 
CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 
CLAUGHTON CHAPEL 
CLAYSVILLE 
CROSSROADS 
DUNLEVY 
EDWARDS CHAPEL 
ELRAMA 
FAIRALL 
FAIRMOUNT 
FAIRVIEW 
FAWCETT 

FORDYCE 
FREDERICKTOWN 
GRACE 
GREENOCK 
HOWE 
JEFFERSON 
JOHN WESLEY 
KENTS CHAPEL 
LIBERTY 
MAPLETOWN 
MIDWAY 
MOUNT CALVARY 
MOUNT MORRIS 
MOUNT PLEASANT 
MOUNT PLEASANT 
MOUNT ZION 
NEBO 
NINEVEH 
NOBLESTOWN 

PINE BANK 
PLEASANT HILL 
ROGERSVILLE 
SAINT PAULS 
SCENERY HILL 
SPEERS 
SPRAGGS 
TAYLOR 
TAYLORTOWN 
THROCKMORTON 
TRINITY 
TUCKER 
UNION VALLEY 
VALLEY CHAPEL 
VALLEY CHAPEL 
WASHINGTON ST 
WAYNESBURG 
WEST WASHINGTON 
ZOLLARSVILLE 

 
Churches giving more than 100% 
 
CARMICHAELS 
DAVIDSON 
GLASSPORT 
GRANDVIEW 
HOUSTON 
JEFFERSON AVENUE 

MARIANNA 
MCDONALD 
MEADOWLANDS 
MONONGAHELA 
OAK VIEW 
PINE RUN 

ROSCOE 
WEST ALEXANDER 
WRIGHTS 
ZION

 
 

STILL DUE:   2007 YEAR END CHURCH AUDIT REPORT  

 

Kentõs chapel 
Spraggs 
Valley Chapel  
Bridgeville  
Canonsburg 
Eldersville  
Elizabeth  
Rogersville  

Throckmorton  
Washington Street  
John Wesley  
Grandview  
Midway 
Mt Pleasant (Mon Parish)  
Scenery Hil l 
Davidson 

Speers 
Dunlevy  
Union Roads 
Washington First  
West Alexander  
Elrama 
Glassport 
Edwards Chapel 

 

DUE May 31  ð PPR Evaluation ð Form can be downloaded off the district 

website 
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No Dice fights gambling problems 
 The No Dice organization that is having the press conference at 10 a.m. on May 6 at the site of the 
casino on Pittsburgh's North Side.  Here is some information provided by Jackie Campbell. 
 
The following is from a December 07 Post-Gazette on-line column about the North Side casino: 
 
... "As Don Barden held his groundbreaking for what is intended to become Pittsburgh's Majestic Star 
casino, No Dice today announced a new campaign designed to reduce the profitability of casinos. 
'We will make every effort to help the vulnerable people of southwestern Pennsylvania lose less 
money than the Majestic Star business plan anticipates,' No Dice president Bruce Barron explained. 
Barron said No Dice will offer presentations covering the impacts of legalized gambling, how casinos 
lure gamblers and keep them hooked, and what steps people can take to protect themselves and 
their loved ones. Those interested in more information about No Dice's activities or wanting to 
schedule a presentation can call (412) 835-0614 or send an e-mail to nodicepa@aol.com. " 
 

Conference e-news  
NoDice PA, the anti-gambling group, seeks your support for proposals by state Sen. Jeff Piccola and 
Rep. Doug Reichley to amend Pennsylvaniaôs slots law. For details on the proposed amendments, 
House Bill 2410 and Senate Bill 1331, see http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/08092/869482-336.stm. 
One proposal would move gambling enforcement from the Gaming Control Board to the attorney 
generalôs office, something NoDice President Bruce Barron would weaken ñgovernmentôs partnership 
with the casino industry.ò Contact your legislators to support this legislation. Barron also suggests 
urging legislators to back a proposal that would require casinos to send monthly activity statements to 
gamblers and limiting the hours when casinos can be open. 
 
 
Casinos Increase Need for UM Ministry, Bishop Says 
By Jackie Campbell, staff writer 
 
Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton said the opening of a casino on Pittsburghôs North Side increases the 
need for a strong, active Methodist presence in the city. Itôs one of the reasons he is sending the Rev. 
Larry Homitsky to develop new collaborative ministries that will reach out to people in need. 
ñWe as United Methodists are not in favor of gambling,ò the Bishop said.  ñWe have enough 
knowledge of the after-effects ï increased poverty, addiction, crime and the accompanying social 
illsðto know that itôs not good for society. 

ñThereôs a positive spin put on gambling -- that itôs the answer for Pennsylvaniaôs revenue 
worries, it provides jobs and so on, but we know the side effects.  Those side effects demand the 
presence of Christ and the church,ò Bishop Bickerton said.  ñThere is a need for ministry and we need 
a significance presence on the North Side and downtown to respond to that need!ò   

Casinos draw people of means and of desperation, he said.  ñA lot of folks who come to 
casinos are people of means who are out to have fun.  Many of them are searching for meaning in 
their lives and thatôs the outlet they turn to.  Sometimes they are alienated and not unlike the poor 
people who are on a search for something too,ò he explained.    

ñThe desperate and poor make their decision to gamble what little they have based on the idea 
that maybe theyôll hit it big, but that doesnôt happen.  Their situations get worse. The casino on the 
North Side is within walking distance for many of these people,ò the Bishop noted.  ñBoth the people 
of means and the poor go home empty most of the time. Itôs a downward spiral. Thereôs a need for 
ministry to both constituencies,ò he said.  

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/08092/869482-336.stm
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People are spending more and more money on legalized gambling as slots casinos are built in 
Pennsylvania and gaming venues in West Virginia add table games. In a Feb. 10 Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette story, Gary Rotstein reported that gamblers in the region are giving casinos nearly a million 
dollars more a day now than ever before. 

In January 2007, Rotstein wrote, ñthe area's gamblers left behind about $35 million playing 
more than 5,000 slot machines in Wheeling and Chester, W.Va., the only casinos then available 
within a one- or two-hour drive.  Last month, with the addition of table games at those locations and 
nearly 4,000 slot machines at the Meadows Racetrack & Casino in Washington County and Presque 
Isle Downs & Casino in Erie County, gamblers dropped an estimated $63 million.ò  That came during 
the traditionally slow winter months, the story noted. 

ñIf that level of wagering continues, gamblers' losses for the year would easily exceed $300 
million, not even counting what's yet to come from the North Shore's Majestic Star casino in 2009 and 
still another casino planned for Lawrence County,ò according to the Post-Gazette. 

With those levels of loss, the need for social services is sure to increase, especially for the 3 to 
5 percent of the population at risk for gambling addiction.  
However, a recent study by researchers at the University of Pittsburgh shows that social service 
agencies are ill-prepared to deal with the social fallout that comes with casino gambling.  The survey, 
ñRaising the Stakesò, assessed the response capacity in Allegheny County, but indications are that 
the situation is similar in Washington County and in Erie County, where casinos already operate.   
The researchers at Pittôs School of Social Work found that more than three-quarters of the agencies 
have not sent staff for training to treat gambling disorders, do not screen for problem gambling, do not 
treat problem gambling, and do not refer clients to other agencies for treatment of gambling-related 
problems.  Most agencies said they donôt see it as an issue for them.   

The study recommends an educational campaign aimed at the general public and a 
coordinated and effective prevention, intervention and treatment strategy to address problems related 
to gambling.  

United Methodists were actively involved in the fight against gambling expansion and now, with 
that battle is seemingly lost, some are working to minister to those affected by gambling. In addition to 
plans for a greater presence in Pittsburgh, a group of pastors near The Meadows in Washington 
District, have been exploring the need and how to address it.  
Treatment comes too late for most addicted gamblers, who are typically thousands of dollars in debt 
before they seek help, said Bruce Barron, president of NoDice Pennsylvania.  His group advocates 
some legislative or regulatory measures that could reduce the threat casinos pose to people at risk 
for gambling addiction. These include: daily loss limits; closing the casino for at least two hours a day; 
fairer self-exclusion programs; and sending monthly activity statements to gamblers on the amount of 
money they have lost. 

Most of the groupôs efforts now are focused on a simpler approach: keeping people from going 
into casinos, Barron said.  He suggests reminding them that ñvulnerability to gambling addiction 
cannot always be predicted in advance and that slot machines are especially addictiveéthat casino 
gambling is a high-risk activity and a nearly certain way to lose money. Point out how many families 
are negatively affected by gambling. 

ñWhat we canôt do through legislation, we can, at least in part, do through education. Rosa 
Parks couldnôt desegregate the Montgomery bus system, but she and her supporters could persuade 
people to stay off the buses until laws were changed. We canôt make casinos illegal right now, but we 
can encourage people to avoid them.ò 
  No Dice Pennsylvania offers presentations on the impacts of legalized gambling, how casinos 
lure gamblers and keep them hooked, and what people can do to protect themselves and their loved 
ones. For info, call 412-835-0614 or e-mail nodicepa@aol.com. 
To see the Pitt study report, go to www.socialwork.pitt.edu. 

 

mailto:nodicepa@aol.com
http://www.socialwork.pitt.edu/



